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New-Obfervations on Syphilis, tending to fettle the Difputes about 
. ts Importation, by proving that it is a Difeafe of the Human 
Race, that has, and will always exif? among the feveral Nations 
of the Globe. By J. C, Rousseau, mM. D. Read before 
the PHILADELPHIA Mepicau Lyceum, january 217. 1807. 


Mec time has been {pent to find out the origin, than 


to afcertain the caufe of the venereal difeafe. 


As remote as the eleventh century, fays Becker, we find 
in fome Englifh papers, that mention is made of a difeafe 
called burning, and a law forbidding any keeper of bawdy 
houfes, to keep women labouring under it.” The general 
opinion, however, feems to be fixed upon a later date, and warm 
controverfies have taken place at different. periods, and among 
different nations refpeéting its introduction. 


To afcertain with exa€tnefs, who deferves the blame, is a 
matter of no confequence, . and it would require an immenfe 
lofs of time without any | benefit: Although the denomination 
of morbus Gallicus, appears to have irrevocably fixed upon it a — 
French origin, the French do not hefitate to devolve the merit 
Vor IV. B 
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6f thé Claith to the Neapolitans and Spaniards ; a further proof, 
of uncertainty. 


Had the firft difcoverer of this fcourge of the human race, 
like a Jenner, been able to turn its poifon, againft a more formi- 
dable difeafe ; the nation that now pays the compliment to its 
neighbour, would vindicate to itfelf the honour of the intro- 
duction. 


But inftead of rejecting the blame upon one another, had all 
nations, 2 principio, confidered Lues Venerea as a difeafe incident 
to the human race, like pleurify, dyfentery and others; we 
would have probably been, long ago, in poffeflion of the means 
of curing it as eafily, nay, perhaps of preventing it as effectually, 
as we do the itch, and many other difeafes, contagious by im- 
mediate application of their virus. 


Indeed the variety of forms, under which this difeafe makes 
its appearance, ought to have induced medical men to look for 
different fources ; for in many inftances we find it a mere local 
difeafe, and remaining fo for years without affeCting the con- 
{titution ; in fome others, its ravages go on with an extreme 
fapidity, and in a few cafes, extremely rare indeed, its poi- 
fon is poffeffed of fuch malignity, as to defy the power of all 
remedies. 


From fuch irregularity arifes the difficulty of afcertaining 
the nature of this difeafe; efpecially if we take into confideration, 
that its different forms, require modes of cure, very materially 
different. 


‘ft will be fuggefted, and I am ready to admit, that the 
violence of its fymptoms is often the refult of the conftitution, 
but their extreme irregularity can never induce me to fuppofe 
that this difeafe is one and the fame in every cafe; and fuch, as 
3s believed to have been imported among us. 
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Rouffeau, ou the origin of Syphilis. 8 


After all, thould we admit its introduction to be a matter 
of fact ; as it gives no information of its natural origin, and the 
one who carried it muft have contra¢ted it in fome way, we 
muft have recourfe to another fource. 


Withing to extend the {phere of their knowledge far beyond 
their reach, men have at all times attributed the evils furround- 
ing them, either to occult powers, or to remote caufes, leaving 
an enemy at home, to go in purfuit of another that neyer 
exifted. 


Having erred like others, through the vacuum of theories, 
without any benefit to myfelf, and to the detriment of others ; 
fatigued of the burthen of falfe notions inculcated in the fchools; 
I then began to look about me, and determined to {py nature 
2 its operations. But apprehenfive of exchanging errors for - 
errors, I teited every thing by an obfervation fcrutinized by 
experiments. / 


Yet fully confident of the difficulty that is always encoun- 
tered, in attempting to elucidate old prejudices and errors, it 
was with extreme diffidence, although fupported by a long ob- 
fervation of facts, eftablifhed by a feries of experiments, now 


firmly corroborated by others, that I undertook, feveral years 


ago, to refute the fyftem of cutaneous abforption, but I muft 
confefs, that it is with reluctance I now undertake to 
prefent new opinions on the venereal difeafe. 


I am too fenfible of the obftacles that Iam to meet with, to 
enter into fuch an inquiry, without having previoufly gathered 
a quantity of facts, fuflicient to enable me to fupport the 
opinions that I am to advance. 


From the. whole, I am now convinced that /ues venerea, 
4 PRINCIPIO, is no more than a difeafe generated by an acrimony 
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of the fluids fecreted by the organs of generation, without 
any previous infection; like the lues bovina in cows, hydro- 
phobia in dogs, ophthalmia, variola and a number of cutaneous 
eruptions, in the human race, all contagious by immediate ap- 
plication or introduction of their virus. 


That the difeafe will affume different forms, according to the 
different parts to which it is applied, the conftitution of the 
individual receiving it, the vitiated quality of the fluids fecreted 
by the infeéter, and the affinity between the fluids of the in, 
fecter and infected. 


Relating experiments, to fupport thefe opinions, would fub- 
mit their author to public cenfure, although they would 
perhaps infure to him the unbounded gratitude, and unre- 
ferved thanks of every private individual, in the feerecy of his 
heart. | . ising sian 


Prejudices, delicacy, morality ; I have too much refpect for 
you, to go too far beyond your limits ; but fhould your con- 
fideration prevent me from blunting the thorn that grows 
wgder the rofe ? : 3 


Since the fhame attached to the difeafe, now under confider- 


ation, no more than the terror of all the evils and ravages pro- 
duced by it, have as yet been able to put a ftop to its conti- 
nuation ; it is now time, I think, to endeavour to find out the 
means of preventing its production, as far as it may lie in our 
power, and this, you will all admit, cannot be done, without 
a perfect knowledge of the caufe and nature of its virus. 


Although the opinion of this difeafe, being produced by a 
vitiated ftate of the fluids fecreted by the organs of genera- 
tion, is not altogether a new one; it has only been delivered as 
a mere opinion, without being fupported by a fingle fact, 
that could give it a degree of probability. 
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. Several years fpent in obferving and curing this difeafe, have 
enabled me to fupport this opinion by a collection of facts, 
often put to the teft of experiments. But as a fhort eflay does 
not admit of a long feries of obfervations, I fhall confine myfelf 
to a feleétion of fome of the moft ftriking cafes. 


The gonorrhoea infantum, is undoubtedly produced, without 
any intercourfe of fexes, in both males and females: and I 
have ‘feen this difeafe run fo high, as to be neceflitated to per- 
form the operation of the phymofis, upon children that never 


' had any knowledge of women. 


I have feen feveral decided cafes of gonorrhoea, which lafted 
for a confiderable time in male children, of five, feven and up- 
wards. I have feen it in females in almoft all periods of childhood, 
and in many inftances it produced excoriations, which appear- 
ed very much like chancres: how fuch infants might have in- 
fected others, I am unable to tell from the impropriety of 
trying the experiment; but I form no kind of doubt, from 
having feen feveral play-mates affected in the fame way, 
that they had contracted it from one another by manual admif- 
fion, 


The multifarious evacuations per vaginam, all comprehended 
under the improper denomination of fluor albus, exhibit fuch a 
variety of colours and qualities, as to make us fuppofe that 
they all have a different character: they often poffefs fuch a 
degree of acrimony, as to ulcerate the fkin, not only of the 
labia, but of the thighs, when, from appearance, no fuch cor- 


rofive quality could ever be fufpected ; and in numerous inftan-- 


ces, thefe ulcers refemble fo much chancre, that I have feen 
patients, under thofe circumftances, undergo a mercurial courfe 
by the advice of a phyfician. 


A young girl of 19, was under the care of a phyfician for 
a pretended gonorrhoea ; the difcharge was fo acrid, as to cor- 
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x 


sede and produce fmall ulcers; on the nymphz and thighs; 
three months having been fpent in taking medicines and ufing 
local applications, without any alteration of the difeafe, the 
determined to let it have its own courfe; but a while after, 
fome of her friends having perfuaded her to take my advice, 
fhe confulted me. On examination of the parts, I found 
nothing that could raife the leaft fufpicion of a gonorrhea. I 
therefore gave her as my opinion, that it proceeded from the 
uterus, and after having confented to an examination, by means 
of a fpeculum contrived for that purpofe, I was convinced of 
the truth. 


InjeGtions were then direéted into the cavity of the uterus, 
by appropriated inftruments, which relieved her for a while, 
but never operated a cure. -The difcharge has now been con- 
tinuing better than two years, without receiving any benefit 
from the feveral medicines fhe has taken. She has been 
charged now and then of having communicated infeCtion, al- 
though in a hundred inftances, no complaint at all, has been 
‘made againft her.* 


In numerous inftances, I have feen both chancres and gonor- 
rheea, produced from the intercourfe with a woman that had 
no fign of either. I have watched and feized every oppor- 
tunity to afcertain this fact, and a ftrict examination has fatif- 
fied me of its exactnefs. In one cafe, efpecially, I muft ob- 
ferve, that the chancres produced, were treated by local appli- 


* She has lately contracted a gonorrhea and got well of it, without pro- 
ducing any alteration on the former difeafe. 


_.$ have now under my care, a young girl of about feventeen, who is a ftrik- 
ing proof of this: fhe has injured a dozen of young men, fome with a clap, and 
othe®s with chancres, and has neither of thefe difeafes. The infpection offers 2 
fecretion infide of the vagina, as thick and white as lard, very much refembling 
the febacious matter found upon new-born infants, 
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Rouffeau, on the origin of Syphilis. 7 
cations, and fome internal medicines for feveral months, 
without fhewing any difpofition to heal ; until mercury was re- 
forted to, and effected a cure. ; 


At other times, I have feen women with excoriations on the 
os externum, produced by repeated exercife of the parts, ac- 
quire fuch a degree of acrimony, as to communicate a gonor- 
rhoea. ‘hefe women had no gonorrhoea, for I afcertained it by 
repeated examinations, it being as eafy to difcover the exiftence 
of this difeafe in women, as it is men. 


A virulent difeafe, is without doubt, oftener generated and 
communicated by women of venereal profeflion, than by 
others ; but, I take it to be the cafe, that in numbers of inftan- 
ces, -a difeafe of an inferior virulence, has been communicated 
by extremely virtuous women. 


A gentleman of refpectability, married to a virtuous and 
éxtremely regular lady, confulted me at three different periods, 
with no {mall concern. 


The glans penis was bliftered all over and very much in- 
flamed,* he did not know what to think of it, for he declared 
pofitively that he had no connexion with any other woman, but 
his wife. I told him of the poflibility of virtuous women in- 
juring their hufbands, related to him feveral inftances that 
had fallen under my obfervation, dire€ted the mede of cure for 
both, affuring him that I did not think, nor had ever feen, 
that in women of regular life, the humours could acquire fuclhy 
a degree of virulence as was neceflary to produce a difeafe 
that required the ufe of mercury, efpecially, where immediate 
means were reforted to. In a fhort time he got well, and I 
did not fee him till about three months after, when he return- 


* This difeafe % called hy B. Bell and others, a particular kind of chanare. 
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edto me in the fame condition. I repeated my. former ob-: 


fervations, and directed the fame mode of cure. 


I had fome time after, the difpleafure to fee him call for a. 


third time, but I was fo firm in my opinion, that IMbegged 
of him not to alter it : advifed him in ftrong terms to inculcate 
to his wife the neceflity of ufing for a long time the remedies 
that [ had prefcribed, and particularly the vaginze-luvium ; they 
had both the fatisfaction of getting well, without any remains of 
fufpicion againft each other ; and without undergoing the fa- 
tigue and inconvenience of a mercurial courfe. 


In two other cafes, (but I will relate particularly one, for 
no kind of doubt can be raifed refpecting its veracity,) a kind 
of fore, extremely painful, was produced upon the frenum, by 
no other connection than with a regular and virtuous wife, 
beyond all kind of fufpicion, It was in the cafe of a gentleman 
of the medical profeflion. He informed me that about a year 
before, he had been troubled with a fmall fore, dividing tranf- 
verfely the frenum, that it was extremely painful and lafted 
a confiderable time without increafing, and refifting all kind of 
remedies that he had been dble to contrive. That he was 
then troubled with the fame for a fecond time, and unable to 
account for fuch a difeafe, having never made.a breach of the 
matrimonial duties ; nor had he ever contracted any venereal 
complaints in his life. 


I told him that I had feen a cafe of the fame nature, which 
was very troublefome, and after uiing a diverfity of remedies, I 
had applied the unguentum ex hydrargyro nitrato, which, ina 
‘few days completed the cure: he ufed it, and in a few days 
was well, and with a free ufe of ablutions, his wife had the 
fatisfaction to fee him enjoy a rofe fans épine. 


I fhall now be afked, were the difeafes above related of a con- 
tagious nature ? Here again our fteps are prevented from going 
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Rouffeau, on the origin of Syphilis. 9 


any further into the inquiry, not by the impoflibility,: but, 
by the impropriety of trefpafling over the limits that I have 
promifed to refpect. But if analogy can be reforted to, I will 
be permitted to relate a cafe, in which a difeafe of the moft 
trifling appearance, far below the cafes above mentioned, 
has tranfmitted a difeafe of the moft alarming nature. 


A‘young man, in a fpell of merry enjoyment, having for- 
gotten that he had left at home his female companion, indulged 
himfelf in a tafte of variety : come to himfelf again, and hard- 
ly recollecting his dream, he returned to his wife without any 
apprehenfion of being in a fituation capable of injuring her. 
A day or two after, beginning to feel an uneafy fenfation upon 
the glans penis, he found on examination that he had three 
little fores-as big as the head of a pin. He immediately ap- 
plied fome blue ftone, as he called it, (fulphate of copper) and 
in’ the courfe of three days, was as well as ever; fhortly 
after went to fea, leaving his wife unapprifed of the impending 
evil. 


A few days after his departure, painful fenfations in her 
inguinal regions, were foon followed by the appearance of {wel- 
lings. - She informed her fifter, who having confulted me, per- 
fuaded her to relate to me, herfelf, the fituation fhe wasin. Her 
delicacy was the caufe of fome delay, but her difeafe becoming 
more alarming, turned all confiderations into neceflity.. She 
then difcovered two large buboes, one of which, in fpite of all 
remedies, went on-with fuch a rapidity, that in a few days I 
was obliged to open it. The difeafe did not ftop there; the 
{kin over the bubo ulcerated, and in a few months, there was 
a lofs of fubftance better than three inches in length and two 
in breadth: and more than fix months were fpent, before I 
could fee her perfe&tly cured. Three years have now nearly 
elapfed, and the hufband has never a any fymptoms 

Voi. IV. Cc 
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of fyphilitic affection, and their offspring is perfectly found and 


healthy. 


In fome conftitutions chancres will heal with cleanlinefs 


alone ; in others, the ufe of mercurial preparations often aggra- 
vates the difeafe. 


Thefe few cafes, feleéted from an immenfe colleCtion of ob- 
fervations, will be, I am convinced, fufficient to thew, that the 
vague appellation of venereal difeafe, does not fix our attention 
upon a particular point, eafy at all times to be afcertained, 
making this difeafe an unit by its character and fymptoms, like 
the fmal pox, vaccina, hydrophobia, &c. ; for if it is a difeafe 
imported among us, why do we not fee it in every cafe, with 
the fame fymptoms and the fame periods in its courfe. 


But further, what fhall we fay of a woman having feveral 
chancres, and not communicating the difeafe? It is a truth 
that I am well convinced of, that this difeafe can never be 
communicated, when caught by infetion; unlefs the mat- 
ter of chancres, come into an immediate contaét.. This has 
been confirmed fo often by experience, that it is a truth as 


well eftablifhed with me, as the exiftence of the light of the fun | 


at noon. 


It is certainly more confiftent with reafon, to confider this 
difeafe as. proceeding from a depraved ftate of the fecretions of 
the genital organs, efpecially when they are flimulated by 
repeated irritation. 


We fee. often, ophthalmia produced by an irritation applied 
tethe eyes, and the fluid fecreted in that difeafe, will, by its. 
application, produce the fame complaint in another individual, 
as I have witnefled Does not this refemble a gonorrhcea ? 
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What is a chancre, but the place where the difeafe was in- 
@culated? But this chancre does not tranfmit to other parte 
of the conftitution the power of infection, unlefs the whole 
has been vitiated by it; and yet no fact can prove, that with- 
out the exiftence of an ulcer upon the parts coming into @ ¢on- 
tact, the fame difeafe could ever be tran{mitted. 


The mad dog labouring under hydrophobia, does not exhibit 
any ulcer; fhall we then fuppofe that he cannot diffufe his 
poifon, as well as the one that carries the bite that inoculated 
the difeafe ? 


_ How is the fmall pox generated in the individual that pto- 
pagates it ? : 
i 


How is the greafe produced in the foot of the horfe? and how 
can it, if we believe the hiftory of the vaccine, by its applica- 
tion to a particular organ of the cow, produce a difeafe, which 
tranfmitted into the human frame, becomes an antidote againft 
one of the moft formidable difeafes that attack the human 
race ? 


Thefe are queftions as yet unanfwerable. A clofe and ju- 
dicious obfervation of the phenomena of life, would have far 
more benefited the fcience of medicine, than all the theories 
which, like the controverfies upon the golden tooth, often 
labour very hard to explain, phenomena and difeafes that never 
exifted. | 


( 
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An Account of Pulmonary Confumption cured by a Salivation. In 
a Leiter from Mr. THomas Wuirraker, Teacher of Mathe- 
matigs in the Academy of York-Lown, to Dr. ‘Maxwe 
M‘DoweE of the fame Place. 


York-Town, December 26th, 1806. 
Sir, 


GREEABLY to your requeft, I will now gubewvear to 
A give you a brief ftatement of the nature of my complaint, 
fuch as it appeared to me, at the time I found myfelf under 
the neceflity of fubmitting to a mercurial courfe under your 
direétion ; together with fuch circumftances. relating to the 
general ftate of my health, previous to that time, as my récol- 
le€tion can at prefent command. Before I proceed, however, 
it may be proper to obferve, that as I am totally unacquainted 
with the languages from which your profeffional: technics are 
faid to be derived, I muft of neceflity be very {paring in the 
ufe of them, but will endeavour to fupply the defect with plain 
Englith. 


Previous to the fummer of 1798, I had enjoyed an unin- 


terrupted ftate of good health, and poffefled a conftitution ' 


apparently found and unimpaired. » At that time I experienced 
a flight attack of a fever, which I believe my phyfician con- 
fidered of the bilious kind; and which readily yielded to the 
mode of treatment he adopted. In the fummer following I 
fuffered a fimilar attack; and in the fummer of 1800 I firft 
felt what it was to be affli€ted with that fpecies of intermittent 


called an ague. ‘This however, after a few paroxyfms, was 


removed by a plentiful ufe of the Peruvian bark; and its return, 
through the fall and winter following, prevented by the fame 
means. In the {pring of 1801, I again fuffered a fevere attack 
of fever, which eventually fettled into a lingering intermittent, 
with which I had to contend during the greateft part of the 
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Whittaker, on Confumption cured by Mercury. iS 


following fummer. This however, as the others had done, 
yielded:to the bark ; and’ by a liberal ufe of that valuable medi- 
cine, with a few other tonics, through the fall and winter of 
1801, :1, was fo far reftored as to enjoy a tolerable ftate of 
health through the fpring, fummer and fall of 1802. 


' Perhaps it may be worthy of remark, that from 1797 till 
the beginning of. 1802, I had refided in the neighbourhood 
of the, Sufquehanna river; in places too where the mha- 
bitants were generally..more afflicted with intermittents, than 
thofe of places more remote from the river. At the latter 
period I had removed to a diftance from the river, where [ 
refided one year, to wit, 1802. 


Perhaps. it may have been.owing to my being at this time 
out of the atmofpheric influence of the river, and living in a 
place whofe climate was more congenial to my conftitution, 
that I enjoyed an exemption from the ravages of difeafe at 
this‘time, as related above. Be that as it may, the profpect 
of -a more eligible fituation again tempted me to {ettle on the 
bank of the-Sufquehanna, though not where I had formerly 
lived. Here I again became fubje& to occafional attacks of 
the intermittent, in various forms, and continued to be fo till 
the fall of 1804, when the attacks became fo frequent and 
violent, that I was obliged to relinquifh my occupation, and 
confine myfelf to my room for upwards of two months, 


From this time I began to perceive myfelf labouring under 
a fort of conftitutional debility, and although the approach of 
winter, together with the application of my ufual remedy, the 
bark, fucceeded in checking the progrefs of my diforder, at 
leaft fo far, as to enable me to attend to my bufincfs; yet my 
health was at this time become very precarious, and my caa- 
ftitution manifeftly impaired, 
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Under thefe circumftances, I removed to this place in 


- September 1805; and about five weeks after was again feized 


with an intermittent, which, after affuming various forms, 
fettled into that kind of ague, which, I believe you call a quartan, 
renewing its paroxyfms every fourth day, Then it was, that 
the ufual remedies proved ineffectual. The potent virtues of 
the bark itfelf feemed to fail. And although I never placed 
much confidence in the prefcriptions of old women and quacks, 
yet I was fometimes induced to try their efficacy. All my 


endeavours however, to remove the complaint proved ineffec- 
tual. I fometimes indeed, fucceeded in procuring an interval 


of two or three weeks, by means of the bark; but, to fuch a 
degree of debility was my frame reduced by this time, that, 
whenever a change took place in the atmofphere, I caught 
frefh cold ; the inevitable confequence of which was, a return 
of my old complaint. 


Thus did I continue, the afflicted vi€tim of a wafting difeafe, 
from the beginning of October 1805, till the 20th of May 


Taft, a period of between feven and eight months, when I 


found my complaint evidently afluming a more dangerous 
complexion. | : 


With a frame exceedingly emaciated, my lungs ftrangly 
affected, an uneafinefs and ftricture on my breaft, accompanied 
with almoft inceffant coughing; I was led to fear that a 
confumption was about to clofe the fcene. I had alfo, as I 
believe I have before this obferved to you, fome apprehenfion 
of a predifpofition to that diforder, from the nature of my 
conftitution, habit of body and mode of life: and knowing 
that fome of my anceftors had been carried off by the fame 
diforder, | had even an apprehenfion that I might have inherited 
fuch a predifpofition from them. 
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Such had been the progrefs of my diforder previous to, 
and fuch was my fituation at the time I called upon you, on 
the 20th of May laft, and by your advice, relinquifhed all my 
former modes of treatment to try the effect of mercury. The 
refult, as you know, proved favourable. No fooner was my 
fyftem fufhciently charged with the mercury, to produce fali- 
vation, than the diforders of my breaft and lungs vanifhed. 


I was confined to my room about four weeks, and in lefs than 
fix, was able to attend to my bufinefs. 


From that time to the prefent, I have enjoyed a perfeé 
exemption from every fpecies of difeafe: and my breaft and 


lungs are, I think, as found at this day as ever they were. 


From the foregoing ftatement, you will readily perceive 


> that my opinion is decidedly in favour of the mercurial treat- 


ment, in all cafes fimilar to my own. Indeed my opinion is, 


_ that where a patient finds himfelf labouring under a chronic 


complaint, he would find his account in rejecting the ufe of 


inferior medicines, which too often only tamper with his difor- 
+ der, and adopt the ufe of the mercury; efpecially if recom- 
4 mended by his phyfician. I am clearly convinced, that the ufe 
_ of this medicine, would produce the moft happy effeés in 
> many complaints affecting the breaft and lungs. 


I am, Sir, 


‘Your Obedient Servant, 


THOMAS WHITTAKER. 








16 North's Account of Typhus Fever. 


Account of the Typhus : Fever, and. its Ercatment.; By- Dr. 


Exisna Nortu. 


GosHEN, ConneTicut, Fan. 13th, 1807.. 
SiR, 
6 be typhus fever for two years paft has been very preva 


lent, in various parts of this country, and attended in 
many places, with great mortality: Having been fuccefsful in 
the treatment of it, I have been induced to communicate to 
you, the following hiftory ; hoping that it may be ufeful. 


The firft perfon who had the fever in this town, in October 4 
1805, caught it on a journey to the weftward. He died on |~ 
the 21ft day of his illnefs. His fever was fuffered to progreis, 


with the afliftance of very little medical treatment, until death 


clofed the fcenc. I faw him, as confulting phyfician, two or i 
‘three times ; but was prevented from doing what I thought { 
was proper, by the ignorance and prejudice of his friends. 1 / 


therefore left him. 


From this man fixteen ultimately had the fever ; one taking it} 4 
after another. It was confined principally to three families ;|~ 





relatives to the deceafed: moft of whom had it. - 


The following were the fymptoms. They were pret” 
uniformly drooping a day or two or more, previous to | 
their being taken down. ‘Their eyes appeared dull; they) | 


. . ° i 
were inactive 5 but made little complaint. 4 


M 

‘They were then taken with the ufual fymptoms of fever: 
fuch as agues, head-ache, back-ache, naufea, want of appetite 
thirft, furred tongue: the pulfe was weak and quick. Som') 
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North’s Account of Typhus Fever. 17 


however, had confiderable fulnefs of pulfe, and fymptoms of 
confiderable re-a¢tion. 


As the diforder advanced, they had great proftration of 
ftrength, low delirium, dark-coloured and foetid diarrhoea, tre- 
mor, watchfulnefs, fubfultus tendinum, ftupor. They had two 
exacerbations of fever daily. Thefe fymptoms went on in- 
creafing, or remained ftationary until the 14th day; when a 
crifis took place. In fome, but not in all, a fweat broke out 
about this period. 


After this, the fymptoms of amendment gradually became 
evident. In a day or two, the appetite began to return; the 
tongue became clean and moift: the pulfe more regular, and 
fleep lefs difturbed. In the progrefs of amendment, the 
appetite became {trorg, and the other functions of health gradu- 
ally returned. 


The following was my mode of treatment. The firft medi- 
cine I exhibited, was a full dofe of tartarized antimony. I 
then gave a cathartic of calomel and jalap, or calomel and rhue 
barb; unlefs the emetic happened to operate by ftool. For 
the firft four or five days, after having cleanfed the firft paflages, 
I depended principally upon diluent drinks acidulated, and yeaft 
given once in three hours. The dofe of yeaft, was from one 


FD totwo table-fpoonfuls. 





After a few days, I began to fupport the ftrength of the 
patient, by giving Peruvian bark and Madeira wine. In the 
exhibition of thefe two medicines, I was particularly careful not to ufe 
them fo freely as to over ftimulate the fyftem. For an adult, the 
following was the general direction. 

Take, Cold infufion of cinchona ij. 
Tinct. cinchon. comp. —3j. 
Tinct. opii gtt. v. 


M. for a dofe; 


D 





18 North's Account of Typhus Fever. 


This was taken once in fix hours. Madeira wine, Zij, to be 
taken once in fix hours, alternating it with the bark; fo that 
one may be taken once in three hours. 


This quantity was varied according to the age and fex of 
the patient. In fome I leffened, in others I increafed their 
ufual quantity of medicines, and with evident advantage ; 
endeavouring to judge with as much accuracy as I could, of 
the needful quantity, by obferving the effects on the ftomach. 


Putrid colluvies was frequently evacuated, during the whole 
courfe of the fever, by fmall dofes of pulv. rhet, and its putrefcency 
correéted by the exhibition of yeaft. 


Elixir of vitriol was ufed during the whole progrefs of the- 


fever; and paregoric elixir at night. Where the diarrhoea 
was exceflive, it was reftrained by ftarch injections with 
liquid laudanum : blifters were fometimes ufed, and finapifms 
always. 


The face, neck, hands and feet, were wafhed twice a day 
with tepid water, when the morbid heat on the fkin was the 


greateft. Vinegar and water were fometimes ufed, and cold. 


water, when the prejudices of patients would admit. 
The bed and body linen was changed daily. 


The rooms, in which the fick were confined, were kept con- 
ftantly fumigated with the muriatic acid, by pouring ol. vitriol. 
upon pulverifed common falt, placed in a tea-faucer, near the 
bed-fide of the patient. 


About 16 years fince, a fimilar feyer prevailed here. It was 
then undoubtedly introduced from abroad. About 20 perfons 
had it at that time; evidently catching it one from another. 
Of this number 5 died. 
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The mode of treatment then purfued, if I am rightly in- 
formed, was a very ftimulant one: viz. to give bark ,and 
wine, as much as could be got down the patient. At leaft 
this was the method purfued, with thofe who died. One of 
thefe patients took 14 gallons of Madeira wine, during a ficknefs 
of fix weeks. 


Between 40 and 50 years ago, a fimilar fever was epidemic: 
‘at two or three different periods. It was treated by a phyfi- 
cian who followed Dr. Huxham’s plan. He gave, after evacua- 
tions, neut. julep. ( Quere? ) and Huxham’s tin¢t. cort. com. and 
bitter tea. This phyfician was always timid in the ufe of ftimu 
ants, and was very fuccefsful. 


Thefe are the only periods, fince the fettlement of the town, 
that an epidemic typhus has been prevalent. ‘The fituation 
of the town is remarkably healthy as it refpects fevers. 


The fcarlatina anginofa has been epidemic twice within 15 
years ; during which period, only two perfons have died with 
the difeafe. And thefe were, I believe, almoft the only two, 
who ever took bark and wine during the firft fix days of the 
fever. ‘Thefe were evidently injured by it. ‘The fever attend- 
ing the fcarlet eruption and fore throat, is commonly thought 
to be typhoid; but ftill I muft think cinchona not indicated in 
its firft ftages, at leaft in this climate. 


agg - > Gee 


I with to embrace this opportunity to add my teftimony in 
favour of a particular formula of medicine, firft recommended 
by Dr. Griffiths, and afterwards, in an improved form, by 
Mr. Jenkinfon. See London Medical Journal, Vol. VIII, 
page 43. The following is my manner of making thofe pills, 
v1z. 


North, on a particular Formula of Medicine. 19. 
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20 Vancleve’s Cafe of divided axillary 


BR. Puly. gum. myrrh. 3ij. 

Sal. Mart. 3]. 

Sal. tart. afs. 

Gum. camphor. _ gr. xvi. 
Rub the camphor in a little fpirit of wine ina mortar, then add 
the other ingredients, and make a mafs for pills : to be divided 
into 36, and immediately rolled in flour or pulv. glycyrrhiz. 

Rather more than ufual care is requifite to form the mafs. 


The dofe is three or four pills three times in a day. This 
medicine I have found extremely ufeful, not only in pulmonary 
complaints, where tonics were proper; but, in various inftan- 
ces of dyfpepfia, hyfteria, hypocondriafis, and other complaints 
where a light tonic appeared to be indicated. I think it a valua- 
ble improvement in pharmacy ; and as fuch wifh to recommend 
it, to my medical brethren. 


I am, Sir, with much refpect, 


Your moft obedient Servant. 


ELISHA NORTH. 
Dr. Joun ReEpMAN Coxe. 


=== 
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Cafe of the Divifion of the axillary Artery, healing without being — 


fecured by Ligature.—Alfo an Account of a Cafe of Death, 
from a Wound of the Trachea and Ocfophagus. By Dr. Joun 
- VANCLEVE. | . 
PRINCETON, Feb. 7th, 1807. 
SIR, 


F you think the following cafes fufficiently important, to 
merit a place in your Medical Mufeum, you are at liberty 
to infert them 


Your Sincere Friend, 


JOHN VANCLEVE. 


Dr. JoHN RepMaAN Coxe 
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Artery, healing without a Ligature. 21 


JUNE 21ft, 1806, David Waters, aged feven years, while 
afcending a flight of fteps, with a common glafs boitle in his 
hand, fell upon the bottle and broke it; a long fpicula of which 
pierced the armpit, and divided. the axillary artery. ‘The dif- 
charge of blood was fo exceflive, that upon the arrival of Dr. 
(who was firft called,) the boy was almoft lifelefs. “There 
was no pulfation in the left, (viz. the wounded) arm; in the 
right it was perceptible, but very faint; the hemorrhage had 
now ceafed. After the child revived, the Doctor removed 
the compreffles, which had been applied by the family, and no 
blood following, a good opportunity offered for a minute exa- 
mination. [he external wound was fituated tranfverfely, 
about the middle of the hollow of the arm-pit, im length near 
an inch and a half. Internally it was found to extend upwards 
and inwards, in fuch a manner, that the glafs pafled near the 
upper rib. Although this examination was made with the 
greateft care, the Doctor was not able to difcover the divi- 
ded ends of the artery ; he thought of dilating the wound, but 

as deterred from it, by the previous great lofs of blood and 
the prefent extreme weaknefs of the child ; he therefore con- 
cluded to drefs the wound fuperficially, and wait until the 
return of the hemorrhage, before he would attempt any thing 
further. 





22d. At one o'clock in the morning, in confequence of an 
effort to vomit the hemorrhage returned, when Doétor : 
and myfelf were fent for. We found the boy afleep and the 
hemorrhage ftopped. The puifation in the right arm was 
weak, in other refpeéts it was natural; the wounded arm was 
cold and without any pulfation. As there was now no dif- 
charge of blood, we thought it prudent to poftpone any exa- 
mination of the wound, until we fhould have the advantage of 


day light. 
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29 Vancleve’s Cafe of divided axillary 


The fame day at 10 o’clock, we found the boy awake 


and cheerful ; the arm ftill cold and without any pulfation, q 


fenfation, or the power of voluntary motion. We removed 


the dreflings but no blood followed. After examining the 7 


wound as accurately as poflible, we concluded to apply com- 


mon fuperficial dreflings in the ufual way, with the addition of a 


a comprefs, placed in fuch a manner, as to make a gentle pref- 
fure on the extremities of the divided artery. 


As it was highly improbable that an artery of fo great a fize, 
and divided in fuch a manner, would heal without being fecured 
by ligature, we determined to dilate the wound, and if poffible 
#otake it up; but deemed it imprudent to attempt the 


operation, while there was no difcharge of blood ; for the fol- 


lowing reafons. 


Ift. If the divifion of the artery fhould prove to be fo 
deep, or in other refpects fo unfavourably fituated, as to ren- 
der it impoflible to fecure it; the child might bleed to death 
under the operation. Should this unhappy event take place, 
we might be upbraided with having accelerated the death 
of the child; whereas, had the operation been performed dur- 
ing the hemorrhage, our characters would not be expofed to 
fuch difagreeable imputations. This unfortunate termination of 
the cafe, would be the more likely to occur, as we were intirely 
deprived of the command of the blood. The contiguity of the 
wound to the body, rendered the application of the tourniquet 
impracticable; neither could we comprefs the fubclavian 
artery, on account of the pofition in which the child held his 


fhoulder. 


2d. No injury could refult to the child by poftponing the ' q 


‘operation as long as no hemorrhage took place. 


3d. As the limb was cold, and having in it neither pulfation, 
fenfation, nor the power of voluntary motion, there was great 


% 





Artery, healing without a Ligature. 


probability of mortification taking place, in which event, ampu- 
tation at the fhoulder joint would perhaps be neceflary ; which 
would afford a good opportunity, for making every neceflary 
examination. 


Thefe reafons we judged fufliciently important to juftify 
us in our determination, not to dilate the wound, until the 
return of the hemorrhage, or, until mortification fhould take 
place. Having drefled the wound in the manner above mention- 
ed, and prefcribed a low diet with occafionally gentle laxatives, 
to prevent too great an accumulation of blood, and having 
{trongly inculcated the neceflity of remaining abfolutely quiet, 
and avoiding all bodily exertion, we left him. 


23d. Continues in the fame fituation. 


24th. A flight degree of fenfation and warmth had returned 
to the arm and hand; in other refpects the fame. 


25th. Removed the dreflings ; a copious difcharge of matter 
rather thin and pale, but otherwife purulent, had taken place. 
I thought I could perceive a flight pulfation at the wrift. 


27th. Continues the fame, except the pulfation at the wrift, 
which was not evident. 


July 2d. Still the fame. 


3d. To-day we were fent for.in great hafte, the hemorrhage 
having returned with violence. Before: our arrival the dif- 
charge had ceafed, and did not return, although we took off 
the dreflings and moved the arm with freedom, hoping 
that the bleeding would commence, that we might have a 
plaufible excufe for dilating the wound. 


5th. A cenfiderable difcharge again teck place. 
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24 Vancleve’s cafe of Death from a Wound of the Trachea Se. 


After this, the wound gradually healed and was completely 
cicatrized in about four weeks. Ever fince, the child has 
been perfectly well, except the arm having recovered only a 
flight degree of fenfibility and warmth, and is {till totally de- 
prived of the power of voluntary motion. I have frequently 
examined the arm, but could not certainly difcover any pulfa- 
tion in it. 


Our injunctions refpecting reft and diet, were but imper- 
fetly complied with. He was indulged with food, both in too 
large quantities, and of too nourifhing a nature. He was 
alfo permitted to make too great bodily exertions. 


1ft. Had our diretions been ftriGtly adhered to; had the pulfe 
been kept below par, by bleeding or otherwife ; would the dif- 
charges on the 12th and 14th days, have taken place ? 


2d. Were our reafons fufliciently important for not dilat- 
ing the wound? And had the wound been dilated, was it not 
probable that an infuperable difficulty might have occurred, in 
fecuring the artery? 


3d. Does not the event of this cafe in fome degree prove, 


that there is not that great danger to be apprehended, from the - 


divifion of arteries of confiderable magnitude, that is generally 
fuppofed ; provided the patient be kept quiet and fufhciently 
reduced ? 





@ aa_———— 


Cafe of Death from a Wound of the Trachea and Ocfophagus, with 


an hot Iron. 


April 18th, 1806. William Johnfon being intoxicated, in- 
fulted a blackfmith, while engaged at his forge in making nails. 
The blackfmith made a thruft at him with his nail rod, and 
wounded him in the trachea and cefophagus. The perforating 
extremity of the rod had been recently heated, and the fmith 
had juft begun to draw a nail when the wound was inflicted. 
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Vancleve’s Cafe of Death Jrom a Wound of the Trachea, §5'c. 25 


The perforation was made in the anterior part of the neck, 
dire€tly above the fternum, the hot iron being left in the 
wound ; the adjacent parts were fo much deftroyed, that a 
{mall finger could be readily paffed into the wound. The 


‘patient immediately loft the power of {peech, on account of 


his breath pafling through the opening in the wind-pipe. 
When the hand or any comprefs was applied to the opening, 
he could fpeak without any difficulty, but the air efcaping 
into the cellular membrane, caufed a great emphyfematous 
{welling, which extended over the whole neck, face and a 
great part of the breaft. His face was tumefied to fuch a 
degree as almoft to blind him. When he attempted to drink, 
the liquid paffed isto the wind-pipe ; as was manifeft from the 
{trangulation which was produced by it. As this was a cafe 
of an extraordinary nature, inafmuch as a part of the fubftance 
of the trachea and cefophagus was deftroyed by the hot iron, 
no {mall difficulty occurred in the treatment of it. It appear- 
ed impracticable to drefs it according to the directions gene- 
rally given for wounds of thofe parts, on account of the de- 
{truction of fo much of their fubftance. The wound in the 
cefophagus, I concluded rendered the cafe mortal, not fo 
much from its extent, as from its nature. However I drew 
the fides of the external wound together by means of adhefive 
plafter; and applied fo much preflure as would keep the exter- 
nal integuments in contact with the trachea to prevent the 
efcape of air. ‘The man being ftrong and plethoric, I took 
from him twenty ounces of blood. About 12 o’clock the 
following night, in attempting to {wallow fome liquid, he 

ftrangled and expired immediately. 


Had the injury extended only to the trachea, might it have 
been looked upon as a curable wound ? and if fo, what fhould 
have been its treatment ? 
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96 | Habn's Cafe of Sirangulated Hernia: 


A Cafe of Strangulated Femoral Hernia where the Operation fuc- ’ 
ceeded, after the Obftruétion had continued ten Days. By © 


Joun Hann, M. D. 


lL. the evening of the third of October 1806, I was requefted 4 
to fee Michael Young, adult, who had laboured 24 hours un- : 
der a ftrangulated hernia. On examination I found an irregular | 


oblong tumor, fituated on the anterior part of the thigh, diretly 


over Poupart’s ligament, of the fize of a large orange, very tenfe, 4 
fomewhat painful to the touch, attended with pain about | 
the umbilicus ; frequent vomitirfg, and fome fever. The taxis — 


and fome of the collateral remedies, had been found ineffectual 
by the phyfician firft called. A further trial of reduction was 


attempted, affifted by injections of tobacco fumes, warm baths, 4 


&c. Tobe brief, every method of reduction proved ineffectual. 
Symptoms becoming daily more aggravated, it was thought 


advifable to operate without further delay, on the fifth day F 


after the ftrangulation; but by the perfuafion, and the dread- 
ful defcription given of the operation, by fome of the patient’s 
friends, he would not confent. After being made fenfible 
that nothing further than the operation could be done in his 


cafe, we left him with dire¢tions to fend, as-foon as he could d 


reconcile himfelf to have it performed. 


To my great aftonifhment:he fuffered all the dreadful confe- 
quences of a ftrangulation for ten days. Symptoms had now 
arrived at the higheft pitch; the pain excruciating, abdomen 
tympanitic, almoft a continual hiccough, vomiting of excre- 
mentitious matter fo frequent and offenfive, that it required 
{trong nerves to be near him. 


In this ftate and late period of the difeafe, little hopes could 
be entertained of the fuccefs of the operation; but as death 
was inevitable, nothing worfe could refult. 
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Hahn's Cafe of Strangulated Hernia. 27 


As this cafe is fubmitted to print, not with an idea of giving 
any improvement in the mode of operating, I will content 
myfelf with mentioning the ftate of the parts, as they appear- 
ed in the different fteps of the operation. After dividing the 
fkin and fafcia lata, the fac was found in a ftate of inflamma- 
tion, rapidly approaching to gangrene, with firm adhetions to 
the {urrounding parts. After a perplexing diffection, the liga- 
ment, with the fac protruding from under it with a narrow 
neck, were brought perfectly into view. 


To remove the ftri€ture in the tendon was the next object : 
Mr. Bell’s method of dividing fome of the external fibres of 
the ligament was attempted, without any benefit refulting 
from it, the tendon remaining as tenfe as before ; I introduced 
with fome difficulty my little finger, taking up the fold of the 
tendon, and bringing it forward, divided it on the tip of my 
finger; this immediately admitted me to pafs my finger freely 
between the fac and tendon. ‘The laft mentioned ftep of the 
operation, I could not forbear defcribing, as it is one Which has 
caufed different opinions; but after feveral times experiencing 
the happy effe€ts of the above method of dividing the tendon ; 
I flatter myfelf it may be recommended as one perfectly 


"> fafe, and anfwering every end to the fatisfaction of the opera- 


tor. 


After an eafy paflage for the finger under the tendon had 
been obtained, the contents of the fac remained irreducible. 
The ftri€ture in the fac and whole extent of protruded peri- 
tonzum were now divided; which, not to be extravagant in 


» myexpreffion, was three times its natural thicknefs ; the reduc- 


tion was eafily accomplifhed. From the defcription given of 
the external appearances of the fac, fome idea may be formed 
as to the ftate of its contents ; they confifted of about an inch 
and half, or two inches of {mall inteftine, refembling a piece 

















28 Hahn's Cafe of Strangulated Hernia. 


of fcarlet cloth, and a portion of omentum equal to the fize of 
an egg, bearing a far greater refemblance to a fragment of 
placenta, than natural epiploon; both adhering to the fac, by 
the intervention of coagulum; this being removed, the parts 
were reduced. 

From a difficulty of bringing the lips of the wound over the 
fac, a few ftitches were applied, and the edges partially drawn 
together ; a few ftrips of fticking plafter, and pledgets of lint 
dipped in olive oil were applied. ‘The day after the operation, 
the parts were fomented, and continued until there was a plen- 
tiful fuppuration in the wound. In fix hours after the opera- 
tion, the favourable termination of this cafe commenced with | 
a plentiful difcharge from the bowels ; thefe continued regular, 
no pain, fever, nor any dangerous, or difagreeable fymptom _ 
occurred except the hiccough, which continued troublefome — 
fome days after the operation. By the above fimple treatment, 
this patient was reftored to a ftate of perfect health in feven 
weeks. 


By the fuccefs attending this cafe, Ido not with to inculcate 
a propriety of putting off the operation in every cafe, to this | 
Jate period ; but offer it as an encouragement when we are un- 
fortunately prevented from operating at the proper time, by 
the fears of the patient, or the inconfiderate perfuafions of his 
or her friends, 
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Klapp, on Chronic Rheumatifm, cured by Boxing. 29 


A Cafe of Chronic Rheumatifm, cured by the ftimulating Impulfe 
of a few Rounds at the Art of Boxing. Communicated by 
JoserH Kuapp, M. D. of Philadelphia. 


VERY law which attentive obfervation may reveal, relative 
E to fo myfterious a fubject as that of the animal economy, 
muft in fome meafure promote the improvement of the medic 
art, though the imperfect {tate of our profeflional knowledge 
will for a while compel us to view the difcovery in the limit- 
ed light of a mere fact, which at prefent is aloof to every expla- 
nation. | 


When we contemplate the animal machine, endowed 
with that deep-rooted, and exceedingly abftrufe power 
denominated fympathy, we cannot avoid being fenfible of the 
fuperior wifdom of its great author, and at the fame time feel 
confcious of the incompetency of our feeble talents, to develope 
many of his works. 


I know of no one attribute of animal life, which is fo com- 
pletely hidden from the fight of inveftigation, as the confent 
between different and even remote parts of the organized body. 
In making this acknowledgement, however, I wifh not to be 
underftood to difcard (as fome among us affect to do) this very 
ufeful performer of many offices in the living fyftem, as a ban- 
died tool for fpeculation; becaufe I am really of the opinion 
that an acquaintance with it, has guided to much fuccefsful 
practice. The experiment of Dr. Hartley, in which the opera- 
tion of nux vomica on the ftomach, was intirely counteracted 
by feverely whipping the dog to which the poifon was given, 
at once difclofed the power of the fympathetic attachment 
between the fkin, and the digeftive organ. ‘The much admired 
author of the Zoonomia, has recorded an account of a com- 
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30 Klapp, on Chronic Rheumatifim, cured by Boxing. 


bat between two dyfenteric patients in the fame ward of 
the Edinburgh infirmary, who horfe-whipped each other 
for a long while, and the Dodtor fays they were much better 
after it. 


The cafe which occurred under my notice, is an inftance of 
the utility of what is commonly called a fifticuff drubbing, in 
the cure of chronic rheumatifm ; after many other remedies 
had been unavailingly ufed. 


N. G. aged about17 years, was under my care for a violent 
rheumatic complaint ; the pains during two or three months, al- 
ternately affected almoft every joint and limb of his body. The 


ordinary evacuating remedies were firft ufed to reduce the in- — 


flammatory condition of the fyftem. After the complaint had 
degenerated into the chronic ftate, blifters and external irritating 
applications were ufed, without being attended with the defired 
effet. Exercife in walking, and riding on horfeback, together 
with electricity were found equally inefficacious. Being appre- 
henfive, that I could not readily relieve him, the more violent 
remedies were omitted, and he was left tothe charge ef his mo- 
ther, with the direction to take two tea-fpoonfuls of the vol. tinct. 
guaiac. three times a day. In about two weeks after my regular 
attendance was difcontinued, I called in, to inquire after my 
patient, when to my furprife I found him in the perfect 
ufe of all his limbs, and apparently recovering his health very 
faft. I immediately congratulated myfelf on the good effects 
of my laft prefcription, but upon queftioning, I found that 
he had not ufed more than twoor three dofes of the guaiacum. 
His mother informed me, that Neal had met with rather an 
unufual cure of his rheumatifm, and that was a fevere battle 
which he had fought a few days fince, with a chap that had 
greatly infulted him. Neal confirmed this ftatement of his 
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q mother, by remarking that the affray had been of more fervice 
4g to him, than all the medicine which I had given him. 
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Obfervations on the Medical Treatment of the Croup. By Dr. 
THomas W. SMITH. 


Loudoun County, Vir. February 15, 1807. 
Dear Sir, 


BEG leave to tranfmit to your perufal, the medical treat- 

ment of 18 cafes of croup, which have come under my 
notice fince the 1ft of April 1805, which if you deem worthy 
a place in your Mufeum, are at your difpofal. The cafes were 
all noted as they occurred, and confequently their authenticity 
may be relied on. 


While under the aufpices of Dr. Baldwin. of Winchefter, 
numerous cafes of this moft formidable difeafe, occurred to his 
prattice, and without the lofs, as well as I can recolle&, of a 
folitary patient. He omitted venefeétion entirely. 


On my commencement of practice in this county, I adopted 
his practice with the fame happy effect, until I was* called in con- 
fultation, on a cafe of the fame kind, where venefeCtion was 
ufed and the patient recovered. I (then, with hopes of a more 
{peedy recovery, as alfo to appeafe the anxiety of the diftreffed 
parents, who generally thought, as it was cuftomary, nothing 
elfe could fave life,) made free to perform the operation myfelf, 
and from that time a journal was correétly kept ; from which 
the following is extracted without alteration. 


*I believe unfortunately for fix of my patients. 
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Phy Re Venefection. Recovered. }j Died 
—_! 
M. Taylor’s child 2 2 || not bled. recovered, | 
‘l’. Vilett’s do. s+ bled once 
E. Furr’s do. 2 fe) do. three times died.) 7 
Mrs. Gore’s do. I 9 not bled recovered. ; 
S. Holliday’s do. 2 5 do. do. do. La 
E. Newlin’s do 2 54 || bled 4 times || died. 
J. Gibfon’s Senior do. a © |} not bled recover ed. ia 
}- Baldwin’s do. 2 10 |} bled twice died.) 3 
]. Waters’s do. 3 © |] noc bled recover ed. 4 
R. Martin’s do. 2 fe) bled twice profufely died.) | 
do. do. fe) 6 not bled recovered. . 
}. M‘Ferfon’s do 7 fe) bled once do. 
R. Fletcher’s do. I 3 not bled do. 
H. Leath’s do. ce) 44 || do do. do. 
J- Palmer’s do. I 3 do. do. do 
. M‘Donald’s do. fe) 5 do. do. do, 
1.Carr’s do. I 5 bled iii do, 
J. Tutt’s do. Oo 5 =|} not bled do. 
Total 18 cafes | | bs bane bled | T3 | 5 F 











Thefe, Sir, are the few cafes which I am able to furnifh you A 
at prefent, and that they were all cafes of croup, maturely con- 
firmed, need not be controverted ; it being a difeafe whofe cha- | 
racteriftic fymptoms will readily diftinguifh it from every other 
fpecies of cynanche. Little however, did I think, when I f 
noted them, they would ever become the fubjects of your 
perufal. But obferving the general fuccefs of phyficians from 
the common treatment thereof, by venefection; and being 
firmly convinced of the propriety of omitting it, my anxiety 
has increafed with my fuccefs, until I am at length urged 
to expofe them in the uncouth manner in which they are pre- 


fented. 


In the treatment of the'croup, my practice has differed very 
little from that recommended in the Medical Repofitory, and 
is as follows. When the fymptoms are alarming, (as was truly 
the cafe in the above,) I gave to patients from 1 to 5 years old, 
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calomel ppt. grs. v. ad vii every two hours; a {trong decottion 
of rad. fenek, ferp. as much as was neceflary to excite vomit- 
ing, and this as often as they were much opprefled with phlegm. 
Small quantities of the fame, were repeated every few minutes 
duting the intervals, to preferve a conftant {timulus in the 
fauces. <A blifter was applied to the external fauces and af. 
terwards dreffed with mercurial ointment; which latter alfo 
was rubbed freely under the arms, and fometimes calomel under 
the tongue, and on the gums. The warm bath two or three, 
times a-day; {fpt. nit. and ant. tart. when the fever was 
high ; vegetable cathartics and anodynes occafionally. 1 have 
fometimes found a warm emollient poultice to the throat of 
fervice. I have exhibited the indigo folution, with very little 
or no effect. ‘To a child under one year old, I feldom gave 
Jefs than grs. ili, merc. mit. mur. or a larger dofe than fix or 
feven grs. to any age, I have not found to anfwer fo well; 
although feveral of the above ‘patients, took from 60 to 80 
ers, of mercury in twenty-four hours, no difagreeable effec 
was produced; the falivary glands in none of them being 
highly excited. I have known three apparently dangerous 
cafes cured by onion juice and honey, and a deco€tion of nettle 
roots. 


The cure of this difeafe, no doubt confifts in effeCting a fo- 
lution or feparation of the membrane which is always formed in 
the trachea, by procuring atemporary relief from the fymptoms 
by the decoétion, while we endeavour, if poflible to affect the 
falivary glands, and thofe of the trachea. 


Believing the fever attendant on this difeafe, to be merely 
fympathetic, and to proceed more from dy{pnoea and obftruc- 
tion of blood in the puimonary veflels, than from local inflam- 
mation, I have paid very little attention thereto ; always find- 
ing it to yield with the local or primary affection, unlefs a part 
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of the matter, forming the artificial membrane, was abforbed 
and proved an irritating caufe, which was then thrown out on 
the fkin in form of eruption, and mitigated the fever. 


If then we reject venzfe€tion as a nuifance in the treat- 
ment of this difeafe, which will appear by the preceding 
ftatement ; in what manner fhall we account for its ill effects. 


Adhering ftri€tly to the principles embraced in my Theory of a 


Fevers*, refpecting the phenomena of fweat and vefication, 
I am induced to believe that all exudations fucceeding violent 
excitement, either general or local, is the confequence of indi- 
rect debility, in the veflels of the parts from whence this effu- 
fion proceeds. That this is the cafe in abfcefles and many kinds 
of hemorrhages, no perfon will pretend to deny: hence the 
difcharge may be called paffive. If therefore blood-letting is 
admifhble at all, it muft be in the commencement ; or in what 
I call its inflammatory ftage, before refpiration becomes diflicult. 
After the membrane is formed, which in my opinion, feldom 
acquires aid from fpafm to gain the conqueft; it acts as a 
mortified to a found part, or as an extraneous body, and ex- 
cites the efforts of nature to relieve herfelf, of the offenfive 
fubftance. ‘Then how fhall we affift her ? muft we, by vene- 
feCtion, exhauft in a great meafure that pabulum of. vital ener- 
gy, with which defpondent nature is blefled ; and thereby di- 
minifh thofe vital powers, which are fo indifpenfably neceflary 
to overcome the difeafe? Or hall we by ftimulants, particu- 


‘larly fuch as maintain a fpecific a€tion on the glands and ex- 


halants of the parts, increafe the excitement therein, (even to 
a flight degree of inflammation,) in order to throw off the 
offending fubftance; as in the cure of gangrene, &c. ? 


What indications’ led to that pra¢tice, which exhaufts the 
excitement with one hand, and endeavours to reftore it with 


* Medical Mufeum, Vol. H. 


Joaeereny 
eR AeS oe 


a 2 


tl 
| i 
4 tl 


4 h 
@ le 


re 
ta 
ve 


iss ota See ie 
BO OL IA ee 


<I 


SE OR A OEE ORI 








yj 


> 


RE RRR 


+2 SNARE pig AER AES 5 


tio 


Stevenfon, on the Yellow Water. 35 


the other, I am at a lofs todetermine: ‘The excitement I be- 
lieve is feldom too great in infancy, to favour a mercurial action; 
there is no abforption required; no danger of death from fever. 
Neither is there any of gangrene. 


oo <0 OE Ey EEER 
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The principal inducement to the practice of veneefection, per- 
_| Jhaps, is the fpeedy relief, which is generally obtained by it; but 

i jet it be recollected, that this relief is always treacherous, as it 
| is only a palliation of one or two fymptoms, while the caufe 
remains yet untouched, to combat a fyftem now greatly debili- 
tated by the operation, and confequently far lefs able to fub- 
vert its enemy. 


Pas ia, 


I have never feen a cafe of cynanche f{pafmodica, wherein to 
make trial of the lancet, but fhould there be fuch a fpecies of 
|_| | croup, perhaps venefection might there prove ferviceable. 

I am, Sir, 
Refpedtfully Yours, &c. 
THOMAS W. SMITH. 


Dr. Joun REDMAN Coxe. 











} cy of fuccefs sful Ti reatment of Yellow Water. By Dr. Joun 
STEVENSON. 


NewTown, W oreser County, Md. Fuly 30th, 1806, 
Dear Sir, 


LTHOUGH Iam not a fubfcriber, Iam a conftant reader 
A of your Medical Mufeum; I wifh it fuccefs, and am 
glad of any opportunity I may have, of contributing thereto.* 


* Succefs in a work of this nature, requires the joint operation of fub{crip- 
tion and communication. 
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I fend you for infertion, the hiftory of a cafe of YELLOW WATER, 4 


and its fuccefsful treatment. Many of our deductions and indi- : 
cations of cure,,are drawn from analogous reafoning. ‘This |~ 
difeafe of the horfe, will fhow its analogy to our autumnal | © 
remittents or yellow fever. The tracing the difeafes of our | 


own fpecies into that of the brute, opens a field to our view : 
perhaps too little cultivated: if therefore, you deem it not | ~ 
derogatory to your plan; by inferting it, you will probably | © 


| 


My riding mare, ‘fix years old, (very fprightly,and active,) | 


awaken the pen of fome one more able to cultivate this foil, 
and make it bring forth, thirty, fixty, or an hundred fold. 





fhewed fymptoms of indifpofition fome days, after being rode ‘ 
hard in a cold N. E, rain about nine miles, and ftanding out | 


of doors all the fucceeding night of the 25th of September 1805; 
which I believe afted as a predifpofing, if not an exciting 


caufe. I will briefly defcribe the fymptoms I difcovered, and | 


in the fame order. 


ift. A dull, heavy, fleepy look; 5 PPINE to hold the head | 


lower than uf ual. 


2d. Her gait correfponding with her looks; moving with 
apparent reluctance. 


3d. A ftrong pulfation in the arteries of the neck; vifible 
good part of their length. 


4th. A hurried refpiration, very apparent; efpecially after 
the leaft exercife. 


5th. Frequent micturition; urine not perceptibly altered 
from its natural ftate. 


6th. A great thirft : the tongue white, and mouth hot. 
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7th. A waiting of the flefh ; while the appetite remains un- 
impaired, 


This fymptom though laft in its appearance, is the firft 
that is generally noticed by our country people and farriers. 


This being the feafon at which the yellow-water pre- 
vails, I immediately miftrufted it; but was hitherto unac- 
quainted with its chara¢teriftic fymptoms; and hearing of no 
well attefted cafe, that was fuccefsfully treated, I felt a great 
difidence in prefcribing. I had had an opinion of my own, 
refpecting its nature and treatment, viz. that bleeding and 
purging were its principal remedies; but was deterred from 
putting it in practice, from hearing it fo univerfally fpoken 
againft, by all farriers I confulted ; which by the way, were 
not afew. They all have a diftin&t mode of practice; and 
gyi innumerable quantity of different, fecret, and in their own 
words, “ infallible remedies,” which they recommended me 
to make trial of No two of them agreed in but one thing, 
in which they all agreed : viz. that bleeding and death were /ynony- 
mous terms. Under iuch opinions and fuch advice, I was tof- 
fed upon an ocean of uncertainty for feveral days, before any 
mode of treatment was adopted. 


Give me leave to make a {mall digrefhlon here; and acknow- 
ledge in a moft public and folemn manner, that J adopted my 
opmion from a lecture [heard Profeffor Barton deliver, in the 
Univerfity of Pennfylvania, at the clofe of his courfe in 1797, 
I confefs, I thought at the time, the accounts he {tated of the 
immenfe quantity of blood that was taken in fome cafes, 
were confiderably exaggerated ; as I think he intimated at the 
time. 


I now began to conclude, that the want of fuccefs, or rather 
the mifchievous effects of the fleam, were owing to its not 
being carried to an extent fufiiciently great; 1 at length came 
to a refolution to take the treatment on myfelf alone, and 
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purfue it on my own plan. Accordingly, I took away about J 


an half gallon of blood, which my ignorance or timidity at the 
time, caufed me to think a pretty large bleeding. This was 
about the firft of October. She appeared to travel more lively 
afterwards ; though the pulfations in the neck continued. 
She grew worfe in two or three days, the operation was repeat- 


ed toabout the fame quantity, but without any apparent ad~ 


vantage. I now quit ufing her, as I thought exercife might be 
injurious; fhe was moreover fo dull by this time, I could 
{carce get her out of a walk. I continued bleeding her about 
twice or three times a week, to about a gallon each time, until 
the latter part of O&tober. I ‘was alfo anxious to purge her. 
I got a farrier in the neighbourhood to drench her; as I felt 


a confiderable degree of awkwardnefs ; he gave lintfeed oil and 


molaffes a pint each, as one of the “ infallibles,” it had no ef- 
fect but to naufeate. I then formed an ounce of aloes into a 
mais with foap, and gave it in-two balls, night and morning, 
without effect. I then formed another mafs of one ounce of 
aloes, two drachms of calomel, and as much gamboge; divided 
it in three balls and gave one every 12 hours, after feeding the 
preceding day on bran; it barely loofened her a little, about 36 
hours from the time the laft was given. 


As my ain is pro bono publico,” it may not be amifs to 
inform the young farrier how medicines of this kind may be 
eafily given. I learned it from Taplin’s fyftem of farriery, the 
only one I ever have perufed. Seize the tongue and draw it out 
of the mouth, fideways, with your left hand; having your 
fingers of the right, gathered up ina conical form, with the 
ball between them, and keeping the head well elevated with the. 
left ; the ball is to be put in the back part of the mouth, and 
propelled a little on letting it loofe ; inftantly withdrawing the 
right hand, and letting go the tongue at the fame time with the 
left, and clapping it under the chin to keep the head up; the bal} 
is feen to pafs immediately.—But to return, 
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Her appetite now begins to fail, for the firft time. I impute 
it to the laft medicine; fhe has been wafting in flefh fome. 
days. The pulfation and ail other fymptoms continue. 
From the failure of her appetite and horrid gaunt looks, I con- 
‘y jeétured the could not laft long ; fhe however would eat fome. 
I gave her what fhe would eat beft, which at this time was 
Indian peas; fhe appeared to have a difliculty in chewing 
grain of any kind; gathering it in her mouth and putting it 
out again; green fodder, Indian meal, and fcalded oats and 
bran were alternately ufed. Thus I went on, until about the 
firft of November, all my acquaintances and (what added con- 
fiderably to my mortification,) the whole tribe of hor/e-dociors, 
began to laugh at me, and fay ‘you have bled her to death.” 
I was refolved however, to make one more effort. I again 
opened a vein, with a determination to keep the blood flowing 
until fhe fell, or began to ftagger and reel about ; I took two 
pots* full, and then fuffered it to flow on the ground fome 
time, and no fign of fyncope coming on, I began to think I 
fhould «bleed her to death” in good earneft. I removed the 
ligature, and applied it again the fame day, and took nearly 
another pot full; I was governed by the vifible pulfation en- 
tirely; I could fometimes feel the pulfe in the fore knee-joint, 
but it was generally obfcure. This laft bleeding, had more 
effect on the pulfations and refpiration, than any former two. 
The next day I took one pot full, and drenched her with a 
quart of a faturated folution of fea falt, night and morning, until 


a 
3 
os 
af 
I 


SS Ee en Ere 
it i PIA ey 2 


%: Laie eis = 


LS AG ROSEI REET = EAM 


*{I always ufed a large chamber-pot that held one gallon, to receive the 
blood, in order to afcertain its quantity. The blood in every inftance, except 
one, was taken from the jugular vein ; and always had an inflammatory, buffy 
coat, from one to two inches thick, according to the fize.of the ftream. 1 
fometimes caught a portion in an eight ounce wide mouth phial, which gene- 
rally fhewed as much gluten, as craffamentum ; or as much yellow as red blood: 
the line of diftin&tion, always very plainly marked between them. This glute- 
nous coat was fo firm, that by thrufting a ftick through it, I could frequently raif¢ 
the whole mafs by it. The fize of the orifice had a remarkable effet, in fhew- 
‘ing this buffy coat. 
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fhe had-taken a gallon;. it operated as a gentle laxative only. 


In exhibiting this drench, { difcovered an offenfive fmell in her | 
breath ; which fomewhat revived my fpirits, as I concluded it | 7 
was the effect of the mercury; and the difficulty or rather 


hefitation fhewn in eating, ferved to confirm it; it did not 
however, any way refemble the fmell produced by mercury 
on the human fubje&t. ‘There was no difcharge of faliva. I 






now gave over exhibiting any more purging medicines; I will 
briefly obferve, before I quit the fubject, that tin of new milk 
and another of molafles, was prefcribed and exhibited for that 
purpofe, by one of the * zfallibles” without effe&. I continued 


the bleedings, one gallon at atime, till the middle or latter part 


of the month ; fometimes every day; fometimes once a week, ac- | 


cording to the vifible pulfations; which appeared to undergo fome 
exacerbations without any evident caufe. She was kept either 
in the {table or pound the whole time, with as much water from 
the well, as fhe would drink. I ought to have obferved before, 


that I gave nitre in her food and drink, in the fore part of her | | 
fickneis, in dofes of about an ounce; and twice viz. night | 


and morning 20 grs. of emetic tartar, without any perceptibic 
effect. I much regret, | had not taken notes of all the particulars 
re{fpecting the caie. I well remember the dofes of the medicines 
and the total number of bleedings, which were ten, to the 
latter part of November. I then had to leave home about a 
week or longer; the appeared better every way, except her 
gaunt looks and bad appetite, which had not yet begun to mend. 
I took about an half gallon of blood the day I left home, and 
fhe was bled by my direétions, once. during my abfence ; this 
was in the feet; the quantity not afcertained ; making 12 
times in all, Ido not know that the laft bleeding was necef- 
fary ; but | thought it proper to err on the fafe fide. On my 
return, I found that the pulfations had ceafed to be vifible ; her 
thirft had abated, her appetite had moderately increafed, though 
{till fmall: I gave two drachms of fulphate of iron, diflolved 
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inher drink or mixed in her food, twice a-day, about a week ; 
her appetite increafed under the ufe of it, fhe looks fiercer, her 
hair more lively, and fhe now began to wallow ; which the had 
not done fortwo months. I was ftill not pleafed with her 
eating. I gave her an half-pint of brandy, mixed with the fame 
quantity of water; it had confiderable effect on her. appetite ; 
I repeated it twice, which brought it nearly to its original .ftand- 
ard. Ibeganto ufe her moderately, early in January. On the 
25th of this month, I was fent for in great hafte, and rode her 
feven miles, and the largeft half of the diftance, in a full gallop. 
This produced a flight return of fever; one bleeding and a few 
days reft removed it. She has continued healthy, and has been 
in conftant ufe ever fince. 


I have forgot to mention in its proper order, one circumftance, 
which, though not of much confequence, is ftill wanting, to 
render the narrative complete. Soon after, or about the 
time, her appetite began to mend, fhe difcovered an inclination 
to eat dirt ; to remedy this, I wet her food alternately in weak 
ley, foap-fuds, and lime water ; they did not anfwer my expecta- 


/ tions ; however, it gradually wore away. 


Thefe dre all the faéts and circumftances, refpecting the 
cafe ; as far as my memory ferves me they are related with 
fidelity. I fhall make but few obfervations on them. 


Had I difcovered the nature of the difeafe fooner, and 
adopted rigorous meafures with it at firft, and fucceeded well 
in the ufe of cathartic medicines ; I feel a degree of confidence 
bordering on certainty, that I might have effected a cure in 


half the time. 


Whether it. was owing to the great length of inteftines, 


| (which, in one horfe J difle€ted meafured 137 feet, without 
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feparating them from the mefentery, more than what took place q 
from ftretching them on the ground,) or to their fenfibility ~ 


being abforbed by, and concentrated in, the blood-veffels, or 


whether the inefficacy of the purging medicines were owing 7 
to the feeblenefs of the dofes; or whether their failure ought 7 
to be attributed to all thefe caufes combined, I am not deter. 
mined. Its analogy to the Yellow Fever, would lead to the | q 


fecond fuppofition. 


The term Y¢llow-water is applied to this difeafe of horfes | 
with juft as much propriety, as the term Yellow Fever, is to| ~ 
that, which at certain feafons, produces fuch havoc in moft of | ” 
our fea-port towns; and no more. I fhall only remark refpect-| — 
ing their affinity ; that (as far as my information goes,) they |” 
both began, ‘and have kept pace together in the United States |” 


of America. 


The name of this difeafe, probably originated from the | — 
texture of the blood being broken down, from the long continu- | _ 
ance of fever; which left to itfelf, or injudicioufly or. inertly | — 
treated, frequently terminates in effufions of lymph and ferum | — 
under the integuments, and in fome of the vifcera. After death, | 
and fometimes before, fcarce any red blood is to he found in 
the heart or blood-veffels ; nothing remains in them but a little y 


gelatinous lymph or Ye/low-water. 


For my own part, I with the difeafes of horfes were better | : 
inveftigated by thofe who are more adequate to the tafk. If | 
any thing new fhould occur to me on the fubjedt, I fhall not | 


fail to communicate it. 
With fentiments of profound refpect, 
I am, Sir, 
Your friend and humble fervant, 


JOHN STEVENSON. 
Dr. J. R. Coxe. 
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——ab - 
Remarkable Fecundity of a Negro Woman. 


A negro woman in this neighbourhood has had feven chil- 
dren at three births ; her firft pregnancy was with twins ; fhe had 
twins once fince, with fome fingle children between ; her laft 


> was triplets, about three years ago. She is the mother of eleven 
> children, and is about 38 years of age; was a twin child 


herfelf ; all her twin children are alive and healthy. 


“Your’s, &c. 








A Cafe of Dropfy cured. To which is added a very fingular po- 
fition of the Heart, with the Diffetion; read before the 
Mepicat Lyceum of PuiLapeLpHia February 1124, 1807. 


By James Situ, a junior Member. 


ULY 19th, M. G. a black woman aged 31 years, was admit- 
J ted into the Philadelphia Alms-Houfe, with dropfy in the 
forms of anafarca and afcites. So great was the former, fhe 
was unable te flex her legs; abdomen very tumid, and fluctu- 
ation very evident ; a little fever; pulfe feeble, and fhe experi- 
enced great thirft. For the above difeafe fhe took one grain 
of fquills, two of calomel, and fifteen of nitre, three times a-day. 
Her drink was wine and water: large rollers were applied to 
her legs and abdomen, and re-applied night and morning, 
This treatment, and above medicine, had the defired effe&. 
It increafed the quantity of urine very confiderably, until a fali- 
vation took place. Ina fhort time after, made her ufual quan- 
tity of water. The {welling diminifhed day by day until all 
the fymptoms difappeared. The ptyalifm being kept up, by a 
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diminifhed quantity of the medicine, with the addition of haifa 7 Lom 


grain of opium. 


On the fifteenth of Auguft, all medicines except wine were 
omitted, and on the 25th, the was difcharged perfectly well. 


It will be well to obferve, that thefe fymptoms took place in 


advanced pregnancy ; but they were by no means relieved, on 


being delivered of a healthy child. 


September 18th, fhe was again admitted a patient in the in- | — 


ftitution : (from her leaving it three weeks and three days 
having elapfed,) but with fymptoms fimilar and more violent. 


Her refpiration being very much impeded, which led to a con- | ; 
clufion of hydrothorax: without any hefitation, recourfe was | — 
had to the medicines which before relieved her. ‘The follow- | — 
ing being the prefcribing day, of the much efteemed and inde- 4 


fatigable Dr. Church, on vifiting the patient who was lying in a 


reclined fituation, with the clothes thrown off her; he dif- 4 
covered at fome diftance a throbbing in the right fide; could | 
feel no pulfation of the heart in the left. At the wrifts there | © 
was a thrilling of the arteries, fimilar to that of the fide. The | 
Door pronounced it an aneurifmal tumour of the aorta, fup- 
pofing death inevitably very foon would enfue. The medi- | 
cines. which before relieved her were omitted; at which time | 
was prefcribed, a mucilaginous mixture for a cough which ac- . 


companied the above affection; alfo wine one pint for three 
days, 


On the 23d, it was pronounced an enlargement of the | 
heart. She took pulv. digital, gr. one, three times a-day. i 
The 25th the above medicine was omitted, in confequence of > 
conftipation and increafed arterial action. Super tart. potaflz gr. 
v. jalap. gr. xv. were prefcribed 3 times a-day. Thefe being con- 
tinued until the 30th, and having fulfilled their indication, were 
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F omitted. At this time, fhe took tin€ture of digitalis, 20 
: drops three times a-day, mucilaginous mixture and wine. 


On the evening of the fifth of O&tober, fhe pronounced 


| : herfelf confiderably better, and apparently was much. relieved. 
But what more particularly excited attention, was a tremulous 


J jarring pulfation, extending from the right fide of the fternum 
j laterally as low as the right mamma; and downwards as low as 
“the eighth rib. On the morning of the fixth, the arofe, dreff- 


“Fed herfelf, and called for her breakfaft. Having received it 


) {tanding, fome diftance from her bed; in confequence of fome 





J agitation, fhe fpilled a part of her coffee, at which fhe became 


"4 very much irritated : and faliing on her bed, died almoft inftant- 
| 7 ly without a ftruggle. 


Examination being made by Mr. Stewart my colleague, in 


| | the prefence of feveral gentlemen, the following appearances 


) were very obvious. On making an incifion through the cellular 
| | and adipofe matter ; the following appearance prefented itfelf. 
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_£) The mufcles having been entirely abforbed on the moft pro- 
; | = jecting part of the abdomen. On continuing the incifion 


through the peritoneum, a very confiderable quantity of water 
was difcharged. In all probability as much as ten or twelve 


| quarts.. The abdominal vifcera prefented an appearance tolera- 


bly natural, except the liver, which was much larger, and of a 
darker colour than ufual. | 


On opening the thorax, the left lung prefented itfelf, having 
an appearance nearly natural; poflibly fomewhat larger than 
is natural to the fubject in a healthy ftate. The right lung, 
from the poiition of the heart, was perfectly fecluded from 


_ view. The concave furface of the lung, which ordinarily em- 


braces the right ventricle, now formed a complete bed for the 
heart : fo that almoft as much of the lung was fituated on the 
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left; as on the right fide of the heart. Cutting through the 
pericardium, a confiderable quantity of water rufhed out, 
This rendering it very uncertain, whether there was any effu- 


fion of water in the thorax or not. The auricles and ven. | 


tricles, confidered together, were larger than natural. The 


vena-cava afcendens and pulmonary artery, were confiderably . 
enlarged. The fituation of the heart, with refpe& to the right | ~ 
fide, was very fimilar to that, which in a natural fituation it | — 


bears to the left. 





How fhall we attempt to account. for the. fudden . 
death of this patient? Was it owing to the determina- — 


tion of blood to the head, by the ftimulus of anger, and 
thereby producing apoplexy ? Or can we fuppofe, by the fame 


{timulus, from the diftention of the heart it became difor- 4 
ganized? Becaufe it was enlarged, we are not to fuppofe the | — 
valves were enlarged in proportion: But on the contrary, that | | 


they were incapacitated to prevent the flux and reflux of the 
blood : and from the diftention it is probable a laceration might 
have taken place in the valves, and thereby produce a fuffocated 





circulation. In this way I fuppofe fhe fuffered fo fudden a dif- | — 


folution. Again, in what way fhall we explain the thrilling 
of the artery at the wrift, to what Dr. Hunter calls a true 
aneurifm, or dilatation of the artery ? I cannot conceive ‘this 
to produce that effect. How are we to explain this very fingu- 


lar and ftriking phenomenon, viz. the pofition of the heart, in ; 
occupying a relative fituation in the right, to that of the left | 


fide of the thorax? ‘To this I will offer a few rude conjec- 
tures. Is it reafonable to fuppofe any mechanical violence 
done to the body, could have changed its pofition, or could 
gravity, from its great collection of water in the pericardium, 
influence it to affume that pofition ? 
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An Account of the Morbid Effects of Lightning, upon the Human 


Body, fuccefsfully treated. By Puineas Jenks, M. D. of New- 
Town, Bucks County, Pennfylvania ; communicated in a Letter 
to Dr. Rusu. 


February 25th, 1807, 

Dear Sir, , 
BEG leave to fend you an account of the cure of a violent 
I and dangerous difeafe, brought on by LIGHTNING, by 
means Of FRICTION, the WARM BATH and BLOOD-LETTING. 
The remedies were as fuccefsful, as I believe them to be new, 


+ in this cafe. If you fhould think that it merits any attention, 


you are at liberty to infert it, in the Medical Mufeum: the 
Editor of that valuable work, having exprefled a wifh in one of 
his numbers, that phyficians who may have an opportunity 


' would record fuch cafes. 


I am, your fincere and 
Grateful Friend. 


q PHINEAS JENKS. 
BENJAMIN Rush, M. D. 


On the 20th of June 1806, we experienced the moft fevere 
thunder ftorm-I ever recollect to have witneffed. While the 
ftorm was ftill raging, I was called upon to vifit. Mr. Y. about 
two miles from this village; who I was informed lay appa- 
rently lifelefs, from a ftroke of lightning. When I arrived, I 
found that his fituation had been pretty accurately defcribed 
to me; and from the length of time that had elapfed fince the 


’ accident, I had but little hopes of a recovery. Upon examina- 


tion, it. appeared that the lightning had ftruck, firft upon the 
crown of the head, and then paffled down the fide, breaft, 
and arm; in fome places deftroying the fkin entirely, in others. 
producing extenfive blifters. His body and extremities were 
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quite cold; he laid entirely infenfible, with little or no pulfe, 4 a 
Having never feen a cafe of this kind, nor reflected mtuch ~ hie 
upon it; while on my road there, I determined to make ufe | 6 
of thofe remedies, recommended by authors ; particularly cold ‘ 
water, fo highly commended by the Royal Humane Society. 7 
But I no fooner faw the patient, than I was convinced, that | 


this remedy was inadmiffible in the prefent cafe, 


I therefore had the patient immediately wrapped up in flan. | 9 
nel, and fri€tions with ardent fpirits, applied to the body, gene- |” 
rally, with a view to increafe the languid circulation, and pro- | 
duce if poflible, a re-a&tion of the fyftem. But deriving little 7 


or no advantage from ‘this remedy; the next that prefented — 
itfelf with any profpect of fuccefs, was the warm bath. From 4 
the general coldnefs and languor of the fyftein, I did not hefi-| 
tate to apply it. A bath was accordingly prepared of a mode- | _ 
rate degree of heat, in which I had the patient placed, for the | : 
fpace of 20 minutes ; ; during all this time the fri€tions were | 

continued. He was then taken out, his fkin wiped dry, and ff 
placed in bed. The good effeéts of the bath foon appeared evi- | | 
dent, his body and extremities became warm, and a general 
perfpiration enfued ; his pulfe became tenfe and fomewhat full. 
i From the tenfion in the pulfe, I determined to bleed him: 
12 oz. blood were accordingly drawn with confiderable ad- 
vantage; his recollection began now to return, and he had fo [7 
far gained the power of articulation, as to make me underftand 
Mie, shee’ he felt a very fevere pain in the breaft, fide, and one arm. 
Hh This pain in a fhort time became fo excruciating, as to draw 
| from him the conftant exclamations “I muft die, I muft dic.” 
The pulfe rofe confiderably after the bleeding, and became more 
tenfe. From this circumflance, I was led to confider it a cafe 
of fuffocated excitement ; fuch as frequently occurs in pleurify 
and fome other .difeafes; and that by partially unlocking 
the fyftem by bleeding, I had produced the pain, which was to 
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be relieved only by a repetition of the fame remedy. I therefore, 


: q in the fpace of one hour drew 12 oz. of blood more, which re- 
4} lieved the pain confiderably, and enabled him, for the firft time 


fince the accident, to {wallow. 


The fymptoms appeared generally alleviated for the {pace of 


- one hour, from the fecond bleeding; at which time they re- 
_# turned with as much violence as ever, and I was induced to take 


: away 12 oz. more of blood, with the effect of relieving him a 
_[@ third time. After this laft bleeding, his pulfe became much 
_|@ flower and fofter ; although he ftill had fome pain during the 








4 night and continued very reftlefs. Thus in the fpace of three 


hours, I drew 36 oz. of blood from my patient, with the moft 
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happy effect. 


June 21ft. The pain in the breaft, fide and arm, has returned 
with fome violence ; the pulfe is hard and tenfe, and the patient 
very coftive. Directed a ftrong dofe of jalap and calomel. 
I called again in the evening and found him much better. 
The phyfic had operated well, and the pulfe was quite natural, 
although he had flept none during the day. I directed liq. 
laud. gtt. 25. and if it did not produce fleep in one hour, 15 
gtt. more. 


June 22d. At one o’clock in the morning I was fent for in 
hafte, I found that he had flept none and was very reftlefs ; with 
high fever, and fevere pain; (produced as I fuppofed by the 
premature ufe of the laudanum;) pulfe hard and tenfe. I imme- 


_ diately drew 15 oz. of blood, which leffened the fever, and 


removed the pain; when he immediately fell afleep for the 
firft time fince the accident. 


June 23d. The fever pretty high, with but little pain; di- 
rected the antimonial powders every two hours through the 
day. 

Vou. IV. H 
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June 24th. The fever much lefs, the powders continued. 


June 25th. No fever, but great dire&t debility ; directed | 
wine, bark and nourifhing diet, which I continued until he had | | 
recovered his ftrength. On the 28th he was fo far recovered, : 
as to walk over his farm, and give directions to his workmen; — 
although he {till complained of a numbnefs of one arm, which 4 
was {peedily removed by the fhower-bath, The burns were ~ 
readily healed by means of the common remedies. , 


From the preceding cafe, the following conclufions may be | | | 
made. ; 


oe @€2 Fe = 8 Fe eee 


ift. Where eleCtricity produces fudden death, it is by deftroy- | — 
ing the excitement of the fyftem, by the excefs of its ftimulus ; 
as fometimes takes place from a concentrated portion of miaf-| 
mata. For all ftimulants when applied in excefs have this | 
tendency, toa greater or lefs degree ; hence their effect is an | | 
unit ; and, 


fy 
t 
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Sdly. Where death is not immediately induced, there is fo | 
great a proftration of the fyftem; that depleting remedies are | 
dangerous, until gentle {timuli are given to produce a re-aGtion ; 
after which they may be employed with the happieft fuccefs. 
We have an example of this, fometimes, in violent cafes of apo- 
plexy, and in the cafe above recited. 
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_ 8dly. In thofe violent and dangerous cafes, there exifts what 
you have happily called * fuffocated excitement.” To know 
this, is of immenfe confequence ; inafmuch as the ftate of the 
pulfc, without the knowledge of this circumftance, would deter 
us from the ufe of thofe remedies, which are alone calculated to 
cure. 
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A fingular Cafe in Midwifery. Communicated by LYMAN 
SPALDING, M. D. of Port/inouth, New-Hamp/bire. 


: 
q N the 17th of February, 1805, I was called about 10 
iG o'clock, P. M. to Mifs Sufan Stagpole, of this town: 
a 


> the had been reftlefs and uneafy in the fore part of the even- 

ing; true labour pains had now come on. By examination I 

found it was a footling cafe, and that the waters had juft 

® broken. The labour pains increafed in ftrength and frequency 

| as ufual; but the child did not advance fo faft as I expected, from 
the length, frequency, and ftrength of thofe pains. 


\ When the hips were expelled, I found the child was held by 
/ fomething in the womb ; the pelvis was fo very large that the 
> child could be eafily moved from fide to fide, not a little refem- 
) bling the pendulum of aclock. ‘The pains continuing ftrong, 
'4 I brought down firft the left, and then the right arm, but with 
fome difficulty. The child prefented with its face to the pubes, 
and occiput to the perineum. At this time the child hung by 
the head and fwang from fide to fide. I introduced my hand 
but could not pofitively difcover the difficulty ; and as the child 
' was advancing rapidly by every pain, I thought beft to wait a 
f moment ; at the next pain the fhouklers were expelled. I again 
introduced my fingers to lay hold of the chin and bring that 
down ; when to my great furprife, inftead of a regular chin and 
mouth, I found fomething refembling the head of a child. [ 
pafled my fingers round, but before I difcovered the true 
 fituation, another pain brought into the world, the heads of two 
+ children, locked together by their chins ; with their faces refting 
) on the fore part of each other’s neck and breatt. 
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The firft, a footling cafe, with the face towards the mother’s 
pubes ; the fecond, a natural head prefentation, with the face 
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towards the mother’s perineum. A flight pain or two expelled : 
the fecond child. | i 


The firft, a male child, appeared to have been ftrangled in 4 

the paffage, as the funis beat. ftrongly when. the breech was | 

| born. The fecond, a female, was alive, but appeared fo feeble, 7 
that I did not think fhe would live an hour; fhe however a 
; gained ftrength, and is now a healthy child. ‘ 





There was but one placenta, which was very large ; the two 4 
cords entered at equal diftances from each other, and from the | | 
edges of the placenta. 


The children were as large as is ufual for twins, neither were 4 
their heads of a diminutive fize. The woman was 24 years old, | - 
Kad had one child before, and now had a good getting up. 


FRecbiin? soe on mies ie, + 
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| The extraordinary fize of the pelvis was aftonifhing; fhe if 
tie had not more pain than is ufual, and was delivered before 12 
lake o’clock that night. 





The head of the female, or fecond child, was expelled firft 
from under the pubes; while the head of the firft, or male child, 
Li refted in the perineum, and was expelled at the next pain; 
fo that in fat, the internal and external offa, were ftretched to 
nearly twice the bignefs that would have been required for the 
a expulfion of a fingle child ; as in this cafe, both heads paffed the 
id pelvis at the fame time. 


So rapid was the defcent of the children, after their heads 
had got into the pelvis, that even if I had fufpected their en- 
tanglement, I doubt very much if I fhould have been able to 
difengage them. 
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Dorjervations on feveral Phenomena of Difeafes, peculiar to Somerfet, 
in Pennfylvania. By Dr. JAMESON. 


Gerrrspurs, Feb. 13th, 1807. 


Dear Sir, 


a F you think the following obfervations worth a place in your 


Mufeum, you will pleafe infert them. 


I refided at Somerfet, Pennfylvania, from 1797 to 1799; 


“uring this time, I became acquainted with feveral phenomena, 











peculiar I think, to this part of Pennfylvania. I never faw a 
“Yrafe of fever, except fuch as was ftri€tly fymptomatic. The 
‘Aalubrious air, is a fpecific againft agues, remittent fevers, &c. 


recolle& two gentlemen who had been haraffed fo long, and 


Meverely, with agues at Fort Cumberland, as to render their 


ery exiftence a-burthen, to recover their health and ftrength 
ery foon, after fettling at Somerfet. And yet what ought to 
eem ftrange, to the advocates of imported contagion, is, that 
mall-pox exerts-its baneful effeéts, on the inhabitants of this 
place, as in any other part of Pennfylvania ; and well they know, 


“that neither latitude, climate nor froft, can: ftay the opera- 
tions of difeafes, marked by the great Creator, with the awful 


haracter of contagious. I am of opinion, that no difeafe is 
ontagious that affects the fame fubje&t more than once; if 
ve were fubject to repeated attacks, of fmall-pox and meafles, 


| ike we are to yellow fever, &c.; foon would the world be 
depopulated, and ‘the juftly admired and beautiful works of 
man, ‘dwindle to nothing, and leave creation as devoid of a. 


creature to till the ground, as on the fifth day of creation! 
Meafles vifits them alfo ; the difeafe was not prevalent while 
I refided there; but, from the inhabitants, I. learned that it. 





laborious labours are very common. What conneétion can | 
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is the fame difeafe, in its nature and force, that it is every | 
where elfe. : ) 4 


The inhabitants are very fubject to rheumatifm, in all it z 
various forms; and are alfo much afflicted with hypochondria: | 
affections. 


I am decidedly of opinion, that women in labour fuffer much 
more, than in any other part I have practifed in; diftrefling “4; 


there be, between rheumatifm and thefe fevere labours? | | 
have always found a rigidity of the uterus, and other part; | 
concerned in parturition, to be-the obftacle to delivery. Since 
reading Dr. Dewees’ remarks on blood-letting, I am of opinion, 
that bleeding would be a moft invaluable remedy, for leffening 
the pain of thofe fuffering women ; I ferioufly recommend this) _ 
to any gentleman, into whofe hands this may fall, practifing 
in that neighbourhood. 


as 





The complaint called yellow gum, I think, uncommonly 
prevalent in this place; I am of opinion from inflammation] 
produced in the fkin, in confequence of the long confinement 

in the paflages: does this argue any thing in favour of the) 
yellownefs common in malignant fever, being the effe&t of high} 
toned inflammation in the fkin, and not arifing from abforptiou) 


of bile ? j 


There is fomething fingular in this climate; maize has not} 
an opportunity of ripening once, perhaps in ten years; the | 
farmers do not cultivate it, and yet, within a day’s ride in all] | be 
direGtions, it does very well. The principal produce of this} {ti 
place, is wheat, rye, potatoes, flax, and oats; which laft, are fA 
much fuperior to any other oats I have feen. Fruit is very {carce, oth 
and never good. The apple trees, and oaks, in many places, |” 
are conftantly covered with a verdant mofs ; which at a diftance | 


difplays to the traveller, a fallacious appearance of fpring, | 
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y 4 whilft yet, dreary winter, paves the way with ice. The coun- 
1 # is pretty hilly, but through it are many little waters, which 

slide through very extenfive fwamps, which, in my opinion, 
8 Gwant hothing but a little more warmth, to render them prolific 
¢ WYources of peflilence. It is common to have froft, nine or ten 
months of the year; a gentleman of veracity told me, he had 
Wot ice in his meadow, in Auguft; and I have feen Fahrenheit’s 
“thermometer at 97} degrees, in the fhade : one fhould fuppofe a 
i ? imate fo changeable muft be unhealthy, but the fa is 
1 ‘ptherwife; for, although rheumatifm, &c. prevail pretty 
| “much, yet they are comparatively a happy people, as they 
| “Mare exempt from the long train of difeafes, originating from 
¢ “miaf{ma. 









5 ome Deas Sir, 
With efteem, your’s, &c. 
HORATIO GATES JAMESON. 


Dr. Joun RepmMan Coxe. 












afe of Prolapfus of the Colon, terminating in Death. With the 


Appearances on Diffettion ; By Dr. Wittiam RuNKEL. 
Communicated to the Ep1ToR. 


It WAS called to fee James Young, aged 23 years, a labourer, 
¢ with a prolapfus of the colon. He had for fome days la- 
|[ #boured under a diarrhoea, accompanied with tenefmus, but 
3) 9 ftill not fo violent as to prevent him from attending to his work. 
ef A few hours before I faw him, the colon had come down to 
,p the length of nine or ten inches; and by the time I faw him, 
fit was in a high ftate of inflammation and fwelling: there 
iy being no poflibility of reducing it, I ordered emollient applica- 
j tions to the part, and a proper fupport, expecting by the next 





























5G Runkel’s Café of Prolapfus ef the Colony &9'c. 


day, to be enabled ‘to-reduceé it; but to my aftonifhment, | 
found.it much larger than the day before ; meafuring in length 7 
about 12 inches, atid'in circumference about ten inches. I {till | 
made an attempt to reduce it, but all to no purpofe. At the 
requeft of a medical friend, whom J had called in, the emollient; — 
were continued, but-~all to no purpofe. Hickup and vomit.|— 
ing by this time had taken place: he was put into the warm 
bath ; aftringents were then applied, and attempts made with a 
very long pipes to give him: an injection, but they failed) — 
owing to the ftri€ture of the part ; caftor oil was then given 4 
in large and repeated: dofes, which at laft had the defired ef-| | 
fe€t ; all this time, the patient complained of violent pain in| 
the umbilical region ; the hickup and vomiting continuing ; the a 
pulfe from the beginning, {mall and irregular. On, or about} 
the eighth day, fome part of the colon became fphacelated, and] 
on the tenth floughed off, a fmall ragged part remaining.| } 
The part that had come away; meafured 24 inches in length:| 
his bowels were once in 24 hours moved by oil; on the 15th ' 
day fmall fymptoms of tetanus appeared, and increafed until the | 
17th, when he died. : 








~ On opening the body, we found a general adhefion of the 
omentum to the inteftines; and in fact a general adhefion of 
all the parts, and in a very high ftate of inflammation : the arch 
of the colon’very much diftended, and alfo in a high ftate of in- 
flammation ; and an abfcefs in the coats of the rectum, and fom: 
{phacelation in the lower part of the colon, 


Germantown, March 9th, 1807. 


